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Exhibition 'ILLEGAL. Street Art Graffiti 1960 – 1995'

As from May 18, 2024, in the museum on Saarbrücken's Schlossplatz, the Historisches Museum Saar will be showing the exhibition 'ILLEGAL. Street Art Graffiti 1960 – 1995'. It presents pioneering works from the early days of American and European street art and graffiti history. The main focus is on early illegal works. With this historical approach and visually stunning, immersive presentation, the exhibition at the Historisches Museum Saar is the very first of its kind worldwide.SCHLOSSPLATZ 15, D – 66119 SAARBRÜCKEN, TEL.: +49 (0)681/506 – 4501, mail: hms@hismus.de
The Historisches Museum Saar is the museum of the history of the federal state of Saarland and that of the border region. Over 90% of its exhibition space, 2,700 m2 in area, is under Saarbrücken's Schlossplatz.

The exhibits are key works and rarities that have never been shown before. All of them were created illegally – i.e. without authorization and without any commercial intent – for a street audience. This selection of 120 artists from more than a dozen countries is the result of hard work and lengthy research. Their works were never intended for a museum, and that is why they have not – with only a few exceptions – been preserved in the original. In spite of that, the Historisches Museum Saar has succeeded in tracking down some originals and getting them brought to Saarbrücken. The loan that has traveled furthest comes from California.  
The show starts with the pioneering works of Brassaï, a much respected photographer, and  a companion of Picasso's. Brassaï was one of the first artists who did not merely see graffiti as a spontaneous variety of street art. He recognized it as an important form of artistic expression that was worthy of being documented and presented in galleries. His graffiti photographs, first exhibited in Stuttgart in 1960, represent a significant landmark in the perception and recognition of this art form. As far as its content goes, the exhibition ends in 1995, the year in which Banksy's early works appeared in England.
One of the exhibition's main emphases is on looking at certain geographical locations and regions which have played a decisive role in the development of the street art and graffiti scene. One such is the narrow Rue Visconti in Paris, which was a hotspot for illicit works of art between 1962 and 1986. Renowned artists such as Christo, Daniel Buren and Zlotykamien left their mark there, exerting a decisive influence on the development of this creative movement. There is also a special focus on the city triangle Paris-Düsseldorf-Zürich. It was there, and not in metropolises such as Berlin, Rome or Madrid, that essential developments occurred in the history of European street art and graffiti. The integration of originals loaned internationally and the concomitant involvement of regional protagonists have ensured that the Greater Region is addressed too. 
The show illuminates the close connection between graffiti and other forms of artistic expression such as avant-garde art and literature, and also, in particular, pop music. Many graffiti artists were not just visually creative, but also active musically or designed record covers for bands. That interaction between visual art and music is the subject of intensive examination – i.e. is rendered audible – in the exhibition and shows just how complex and dynamic that era was.
This exhibition is not an array of small compartments. Instead, most of the works are reproduced here on a large scale, for example in their original size. That way, the presentation, stunning in visual and auditory terms as it is, becomes an immersive experience. Visitors can take center stage for a moment against the historical backdrop of street art and take selfies, for example. The exhibition's extensive support program comprises various different events including a street art and graffiti festival with documentations of the graffiti and street art scene, lectures, and workshops with local artists.
In Dr. Ulrich Blanché, the exhibition has a well known, much-in-demand specialist on this subject as its curator. He has been researching street art for 17 years, is a private lecturer at Heidelberg University and regularly gives interviews in international media. The project has been implemented by the Historisches Museum Saar. 
To accompany the exhibition, a lavishly illustrated companion volume has been brought out by the prestigious publishing house Hirmer Verlag. Although it was not intended as an end in itself, and not declared as an objective ahead of the event, the exhibition and the catalog narrate a history of street art and graffiti that is more international and more female. Many new research findings and perspectives have contributed to the quality of the show. 
For more information and press photos, visit the museum website at www.historisches-museum.org
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